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Flyin' Miata

Congratulations on purchasing the only truly dual duty roll bar. Follow the M3 Hard Bar 
directions on Hard Dog’s website to install the base, these instructions will cover the 
Transformer-specific differences. 

1. The Transformer uses the Hard bar as a base, so start with those instructions (http://
www.bethania-garage.com/m3_hb_install.htm). Leave the tall bar in place for the 
rest of the installation. It must be bolted down, not just set in place. Don’t reassem-
ble any of your interior until you’re done with the rest of the installation. 

2. Unplug the wiring for the third taillight - 
chase the wires down into the left front 
corner (1). Pop the plastic piece the 
wiring goes through out of the trunk’s 
sheetmetal (hidden here, 2). Remove 
the trunk lid by removing the four nuts 
(3) securing it. The hinges can remain 
in place. 

3. Remove all four plastic trim panels in 
the trunk be removing the plastic fas-
teners (4). As with the plastic fasteners 
on the interior of the car, pull the center 
out slightly then remove the entire fas-
tener. Set the panels aside. 
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4. Unplug (5), unbolt (6), and remove both 
taillight assemblies. 

5. Remove the rear inner fender liners by 
first removing the two bolts (7). Then 
remove the screw on the forward edge 
of the bottom of the bumper and a 
second on on the top inner edge of the 
bumper (not visible until the fender liner 
is removed). Follow the liner down to 
find it. You should then be able to pull 
the liner forward and off of the car.

6.  Remove the two T27 Torx screws hold-
ing the bumper underneath the license 
plate frame (8). 

7. Pop out the plastic fasteners that were 
underneath the tail lights (9), just like 
you did in the trunk. 
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8. Remove the two screws (one on each 
side) at the top of the bumper (10). 

9. Flex the bumper outwards to pull it 
off of the brackets (11), then pull the 
bumper off the car. This may require a 
tug to break it free from the bracket.

10. Place the trunk support bar in the 
trunk, roughly centered. 

11. Connect the two rear support bars to 
the roll bar and the trunk support. This 
will locate the trunk support bar appro-
priately. 
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12. Drill 3/8” holes to mount the support 
bar. Use the bar itself as a template to 
ensure your hole locations are correct - 
drop bolts into the holes you just drilled, 
so that the bar won’t move. Treat the 
holes so they don’t rust. If you’re go-
ing to reinstall the plastic trunk trim, do 
NOT bolt the bar down yet. 

13. If so desired, trim and install the 
plastic trunk trim. Start with the left 
side, and trim as shown. You may need 
to add an additional hole for access to 
the bolt. Trial and error will be required 
to get the appropriate fit. The plastic 
panels must be installed as the bar is 
bolted down, they can’t be installed 
afterward. 

14. Trim the right side as shown, then 
install the forward center panel. As with 
the other side, you may need to add an 
additional hole for access to the bolt. 

15. Trim the center rear panel as shown, 
again adding access for the bolts if 
need be. 
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16. Bolt the bar down, using the backing 
plates.

17. If you’re planning to run without a 
trunk when you’re using the tall bar, 
you’re done. If you will be trimming a 
trunk lid, read on. 

18. Place tape on the trunk in the area that you’ll be cutting. Transfer the dimension 
in the picture to the tape, and bolt the trunk back into place to check to be sure our 
dimensions will work for your bar. 
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20. Reinstall the trunk and check to see 
how your cuts clear. Open them up if 
need be, then paint the edges to pre-
vent any oxidation. Use rubber edge 
trim to clean up the look and prevent 
cut fingers and scratched bars. 

21. Reinstall the bumper cover. The in-
stallation is the reverse of the removal. 

22. You’re done! Install whichever bar 
you’re going to use now, and go for a 
drive!

19. Remove the trunk, then cut it. You 
can cut it in place if you like, but be 
very, very careful. We find it’s best to 
remove it. Try not to get the paint too 
hot, and be sure it’s protected by tape - 
use multiple layers if need be. 


